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HOLLIS BROOKLINE COOPERATIVE SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET
COMMITTEE

Minutes of the August 29, 2018 meeting at the Hollis Brookline Middle School

Present:
Darlene Mann, Chair
Raul Blanche, Vice Chair
Brian Rater, Secretary
David Blinn
Tom Enright
Matt McGuire (as of 6:49)
Lorin Rydstrom

Kelly Seeley, Business Administrator

Absent:
John Cross, School Board representative

The meeting was called to order at 6:06PM.  

Secretary's Report
Dave moved to accept the minutes of June 13th.  Lorin seconded.  Approved 5-0-1.  Dave abstained.

Public Input
None

Correspondence
There was an email from a person who is interested in the open position, but this was received Aug 28 th, 
after the August 15th deadline.

Open Seat Candidate Discussion
There was discussion regarding three candidates for the open position on the Budget Committee.  

Matt McGuire said that he is process oriented.  He is on his fifth year on the Brookline School Board and 
his third year as Chair.  He said that he is familiar with the budget process and has experience.  He said 
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that he has participated in contract negotiations.  

Jim Rizzarda said that his background is in high school swimming.  He has been president of the Granite 
State Swim Association for the last 12 years.  He did budgeting in the military.  He said that he is a 
numbers guy and wanted to get involved.  

Karen Jew said that she has been involved in accounting for several companies.  She is also a Library 
Trustee.  

Several members of the committee noted that we were fortunate to have such an excellent pool of 
candidates.

Dave nominated Matt McGuire and Brian seconded.  Dave and Brian both voted yes.  Because this is a 
Brookline seat, only Dave and Brian, as representatives of Brookline, can vote on the position.

Drew Mason swore in Matt McGuire.

Discussion with Auditor
Tim Greene is one of the auditors and was present to answer questions.  He provided an overview of the 
auditing process.  He provided a review of the FY17 audit, which was clean.

Meeting Schedule
We will meet on the fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. starting with the September 2018 
meeting. 

School Board update
The appeals process for the lawsuit regarding the fields is ongoing, but the judge has ruled in favor of the 
district.  There was a forum to discuss making changes to the school district meeting to address the 
problems encountered in this year’s meeting.

Budget Guidance
In September we will look at general budget issues, but we will not have a draft budget proposal until 
October.   Darlene provided an overview of how we provide budget guidance.

Secretary
Brian resigned as secretary.  Brian nominated Matt to be secretary.  Raul seconded.  Approved 7-0-0.

SAU Secretary
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Jacquelyn smith is the new SAU secretary.

Next Meeting
Our next regular meeting will be held on September 27th at 6:30 p.m. at the Hollis Brookline Middle School 
library.

Dave moved that we adjourn.  Lorin seconded. The motion passed 7-0-0.  Adjourned at 7:57pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Brian Rater
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