
For public release: 

Postponement of COOP Annual Meeting 

I am announcing the postponement of the Annual Meeting of the Hollis Brookline Cooperative School 
District until April 7th, 2020 at 6:30 P.M in the HBHS gym.  By April 5th, I will evaluate whether a 
further postponement is warranted. 

A number of considerations have gone into this decision.  Among them: 

 The President and the Governor have declared states of emergency for the COVID–19 virus. 
 Guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) stress that we need to slow the spread of 

this disease so that our healthcare facilities are not overwhelmed, and social distancing is the most 
effective tool we have at this time for slowing the spread. 

 Infection data to date indicate that the frequency of severe cases increases with age, and New 
Hampshire in general and Hollis and Brookline in particular contain a higher percentage of older 
residents.  If we hold the meeting as scheduled, these voters are at higher risk or are less likely to 
participate in the meeting. 

 By order of the Governor, all school districts in New Hampshire are transitioning classes to 
remote instruction for a time, and a large number of group gatherings locally and nationally have 
been suspended or postponed. 

 The meeting is held in a fairly contained space.  While the risk of there being an infected attendee 
is fairly low, if an infected individual did attend the meeting, the gym is an environment where 
many other people could be exposed.  With residents of two towns attending the meeting, the 
potential spread of an infection is higher. 

 Attendance at the meeting is likely to be light. 
 Based on the experience at the Hollis town annual meeting, voters may well decide to postpone 

the meeting in any case. 

I have consulted with the COOP School Board and Budget Committee, COOP District Clerk Leavitt, 
Hollis Police Chief Hoebeke, Hollis Fire Chief Towne, Brookline and Hollis Emergency Management 
Directors Coffey and McCoy, and COOP District Counsel O’Shaughnessy in reaching this decision. 

Pursuant to RSA 40:4, I believe that the prudent action is to postpone the annual meeting for three weeks 
and reexamine the situation at that time. 

Drew Mason, Moderator 
Hollis Brookline Cooperative School District 

 


